Model Clauses: Define Responsibilities of Exclusive & Shared Arrangements

( Clause #1: Exclusive Right

This clause says that you have the exclusive right to interpret and bill for certain radiological tests at the hospital, and it enumerates those tests. It sets a term of 36 months with 12 months’ written notice of intent to terminate, but permits the clause to be modified with the consent of both parties.

EXCLUSIVE RIGHT TO PROVIDE RADIOLOGICAL SERVICES

a. Hospital engages XYZ Radiology to perform and bill for all professional radiology services performed in Hospital, and agrees that, pursuant to this agreement, XYZ Radiology shall have the exclusive right to perform and bill for such services.

b. “Professional radiology services” is defined as: [List services by name and/or CPT/HCPCS code].

c. This agreement set forth in this clause shall be for a term of 36 months, renewable automatically, provided that either party may terminate this agreement upon 12 months’ written notice.

d. From time to time the parties may, by mutual agreement, add or delete services from subparagraph (b).

( Clause #2: shared responsibility

Use this clause in your hospital contract if you decide to share the responsibility for certain radiological services with another specialty. The clause names the departments involved—in this case, radiology and cardiology—and it specifies the particular services the two departments have decided to share. It requires that a member of each department interpret the shared tests within 24 hours. But if only one physician meets that time frame, that physician doesn’t have to share the test. The clause also says that when tests are shared the physicians must submit claims with the appropriate modifier indicating that the responsibility for interpreting the test was shared. Finally, the clause sets a one-year term so that any kinks can be worked out on a regular basis. It also permits automatic renewal, unless one party chooses to terminate.

AGREEMENT TO SHARE RESPONSIBILITY 
FOR PROVIDING CERTAIN RADIOLOGICAL SERVICES

a. The parties agree that responsibility for providing certain cardiac imaging services enumerated in subparagraph (b) hereof will be shared among the members of the Cardiology Department and the Radiology Department. 

b. The following cardiac imaging services are subject to this agreement: [List services by name and/or CPT/HCPCS code].

c. One member of each Department shall interpret and submit a written interpretation of each test described in subparagraph (b) hereof within 24 hours of its performance. If a member of one Department fails to interpret the test within the 24-hour period, the member of the Department who has interpreted the test may assume the sole responsibility for interpreting the test and the sole right to bill for the service.

d. Interpreting Physicians may each bill for an interpretation using the appropriate modifier indicating that responsibility for the service was shared. Parties agree that all coding and billing for the procedures subject to this agreement will be handled in accordance with all applicable laws, rules, and regulations.

e. The agreement set forth in this clause shall be for a term of one year, and shall renew automatically unless one party gives 30 days’ written notice of a desire to amend or terminate this agreement.

